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Angiogenesis—A Novel Therapeutic Target

YAN Xiyun
Institute of B iophysics Chinese Acadany of Sciences Beijing, 100101, China

Abstract B lood vessls constitute the first organ in the enbryo and fom the largest nevork in
our body. W hen angiogenesis is dysregulated, it contributes to a variety of diseases including tumor-
ous, ichamic, inflammatry and mmune dissases De9ite its early discovery over centuries ago,
angiogenesis research had not been fully studied till 1971 when Judah Folkman proposed the hypoth-
esis that tumor growth is angiogenesis-dependent. Through more than 30-years of studies the first
antiangiogenesis drug has been gpproved in 2004 by FDA for the treament of colorectal cancer. The
achievement has validated the notion that angiogenesis is an important target for cancer and other
diseasees M eanwhile the problanswith angiogenesis thergpy have been eanerged. The studies of au-
giogenesis not only poses nev changelenge but al$ give us nev hope for treament of ischaemic dis
orders
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